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Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) S The drawing(s) filed on n/a is/are: a)^ accepted or b)S objected to by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The lack of drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must 
show every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the claimed 
limitations must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter 
should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled In the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Claim Objections 

2. Claims 2-4 objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 2-4 recites the limitation "the activation signal" and "the continuous 
program". There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
malting and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 
Claim 9 recites "IT communication means" and the specification merely recites the term 
"IT communication means" with no explanation or description that would reasonably 
convey to one skilled in the art the what type of communications means is being used. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-4, 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Picco et al. (US Pat No 6,029,045). 

In regard to claim 1 , the claimed step of "transmitting a first video signal 
corresponding to a main program comprising video advertising slots interpolated 
between video slots" is met by Figure 4, Item 106. "As shown, the live television 
programming data feeds 106 and the local content feeds 108 are multiplexed by a 
multiplexer (MUX) 140 into a compressed digital data stream having a fomnat of an 
MPTS" (Col 6, Lines 46-50). The claimed step of "a second video signal corresponding 
to an optional advertising program" is met by Figure 4, Item 108. The claimed steps of 
"comprising a sequence triggering recording in a temporary high-speed memory" and 
"recording the second signal in a temporary high-speed memory upon detection of said 
triggering sequence" are met by Figure 4, Item 148 and Figure 7, Item 186. "Thus, the 
set-top box may use these coefficients to determine which pieces of local content are 
going to be stored by each particular set-top box and which stored pieces of local 
content are going to be Inserted into a live feed signal by a particular set-top box. In 
accordance with the invention, the pieces of local content downloaded to the set-top box 
may have a plurality of different content profiles and only the pieces of local content with 
content profiles that match some predetermined criteria stored in the set-top box are 
stored in the set-top box. Then, the local content space in the programming data may 
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include control data which indicates which type of local content may be inserted in that 
particular local content space. The set-top box then uses the control data in the local 
content space to determine which piece of stored local content data Is inserted into the 
programming data stream" (Col 8, Lines 7-22; Also see: Col 7, Line 33 - Col 8, Line 6). 
The claimed step of "substantially continuously transmitting the first signal to a display 
circuit" is met by Figure 7. "Thus, in addition to the conventional live feeds and local 
content, the combiner may combine a plurality of user-specific information in the 
satellite signal including a private data identification code that permits the set-top box in 
accordance with the invention to locate the private data being transmitted through the 
satellite in accordance with the invention. The private data may include the compressed 
local content, as described above, which may be transmitted to each set-top box using 
several different transmission strategies, as described below. This local content may not 
be transmitted in real-time In that the local content is not immediately viewed by the 
user of the set-top box since the set-top box inserts the local content into the satellite 
signals as needed. As described above, the private data may also include command 
and control data that instructs the processor within the set-top box how to insert the 
local content into the satellite data streams" (Col 8, Lines 23-39). The claimed step of 
"the first signal comprises graphic signaling means for activating retrieval of the video 
signals stored In the memory and the second signal is loaded in the memory upon 
receive initialization" is met by Figure 7. "When controlling the disk, the set-top box may 
control the pieces of local content that are stored on the disk based on the control data, 
control the pieces of local content that are actually inserted into a programming data 
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stream, and manage the real-time performance of the disk, including determining which 
local content may be overwritten or removed. The set-top box in accordance with the 
invention also performs other disk control operations, such as ensuring that the data 
stored on the disk is not fragmented" (Col 9, Line 62 - Col 10, Line 4). 

In regard to claim 2, Picco discloses the triggering sequence and the activation 
signal identifier are correlated in that both are phenomenons that accompany another 
phenomenon. 

Claims 3 and 4 are met by that discussed for claim 1 . 

In regard to claim 8, the claimed limitations of "interactive advertising sequences 
according to claim 1", "a high-speed local memory connected to a demultiplexer" and 
"high-speed memory content display means and means for triggering the high-speed 
memory content display" are met by Figure 7 (See Col 10, Lines 34 - Col 1 1, Lines 17). 

In regard to claim 9, Picco discloses communication means allowing the 
transmission of view-related data (See Figure 4, Item 152). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 5-7 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Picco et al. 
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In regard to claims 5-6, Picco fails to explicitly disclose the retrieved video signal 
is superimposed on the continuous program. The Examiner takes Official Notice that it 
is notoriously well known in the art to superimpose a retrieved video signal on a 
continuous program so as to constantly expose a user to advertisements. 
Consequently, it would have been clearly obvious to on of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify Picco with superimposing a retrieved video signal on a continuous program for 
the stated advantage. 

In regard to claim 7, Picco discloses that the retrieval activation by a test of the 
presence of the signaling means but fails to explicitly disclose retrieval activation by the 
activation of remote control means. However, the Examiner takes Official Notice that it 
is notoriously well known in the art to have retrieval activation by the activation of 
remote control means so as to allow the user to interact with the system. Consequently, 
it would have been clearly obvious to on of ordinary skill in the art to modify Picco with 
retrieval activation by the activation of remote control means for the stated advantage. 

In regard to claim 10, Picco fails to explicitly disclose secure payment means, 
however, the Examiner takes Official Notice that it is notoriously well known in the art to 
have secure payment means so as to allow the user to allow the user to safely 
purchase items from their home. Consequently, it would have been clearly obvious to 
on of ordinary skill in the art to modify Picco with secure payment means for the stated 
advantage. 
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Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Zigmond et al. (US Pat No 6,698,020) 

• Hite et al. (US Pat No 5,774,170) 

• Jernigan et al. (US Pat No 5,233.423) 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John Manning whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7352. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 9:00 - 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Miller can be reached on 571-272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Infomiation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



JM 
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/ JOHN MILLER 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



